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VIRGINIA’S HAY YIELDS UP FROM LAST YEAR  
TOBACCO YIELDS DECLINE

Virginia’s projected hay production for 2003 is 3.45 million tons.  Alfalfa hay producers expect
yields to average 3.5 tons per acre.  Alfalfa production is expected to be up 52 percent from last year
at 455,000 tons.  The forecasted yield for other hay is 2.6 tons per acre.  Other hay production is
forecast at 2.99 million tons, a 71 percent increase from 2002.

Flue-cured tobacco yield is forecast at 1,650 pounds per acre, down 690 pounds from 2002.
Production is estimated to be 31.35 million pounds, down 39 percent from last year.
  

Fire tobacco yield is forecast at 1,500 pounds, down 515 pounds from the 2002 estimate.  If
realized, production would total 1.05 million pounds, down 29 percent from last year.

Burley tobacco producers expect to average a yield of 1,600 pounds per acre.   Production is
forecast at 10.4 million pounds, down 3.28 million pounds from last year. 

Sun tobacco yields have decreased 155 pounds per acre from last year.  Producers expect
yields to average 1,500 pounds per acre, with production estimated at 105,000 pounds. 

Virginia apple production is forecast at 300 million pounds, up 20 percent from last year. 
Producers have commented that size and quantity are good, however, quality has suffered due to the
excessive moisture this year.

Corn yields are up 64 bushels per acre from last year.  The forecasted yield is 130 bushels per
acre.  Production is forecast at 35.75 million bushels.

The state’s cotton producers expect a yield of 678 pounds per acre, up 213 pounds per acre
from last year.  If realized, production would total 120,000 bales. 

The forecasted peanut yield of 2,800 pounds per acre is up 33 percent from 2002.  Production
is forecast at 92.4 million pounds, down from last year.  Harvesting activities have begun with 7
percent of the crop combined. 

Soybean producers expect to harvest an average of 34 bushels per acre, 11 bushels per acre
more than last year.  Production is forecast at 16.32 million bushels, up 61 percent from 2002.
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U.S. CORN PRODUCTION UP 3 PERCENT FROM SEPTEMBER FORECAST 
U. S. SOYBEAN PRODUCTION DOWN 7 PERCENT 

U.S. COTTON PRODUCTION UP 4 PERCENT FROM SEPTEMBER FORECAST 

U.S. Corn production is forecast at 10.2 billion bushels, up 3 percent from last month and 13
percent above 2002. Based on conditions as of October 1, U.S. yields are expected to average 142.2
bushels per acre, up 3.7 bushels from September and up 12.2 bushels from last year. If realized, both
production and yield would be the largest ever. Both records were set in 1994 when production was
estimated at 10.1 billion bushels and the yield was 138.6 bushels per acre. Yields turned out to be
higher than expected across much of the Corn Belt and central Great Plains as farmers began to
harvest their crops. Producers are now realizing that the hot, dry conditions during August did not have
as much negative impact on yields as originally thought. Based on Farm Service Agency
administrative information, acreage updates were made in several States and farmers now expect to
harvest 71.8 million acres of corn for grain, down 50,000 acres from September but up 4 percent from
2002. 

U.S. Soybean production is forecast at 2.47 billion bushels, down 7 percent from the
September forecast and 10 percent below 2002. If realized, this would be the lowest production since
1996. Based on conditions as of October 1, U.S. yields are expected to average 34.0 bushels per
acre, down 2.4 bushels from September and down 4.0 bushels from 2002. With harvest underway,
yields are lower than last month in the Corn Belt and northern Great Plains reflecting the impact of the
hot, dry conditions in August and continued mostly dry weather during September. However, excellent
growing conditions continue to support higher yields in the Delta States, Kentucky, and Tennessee.
Based on Farm Service Agency administrative information, acreage updates were made in several
States and now area planted is estimated at 73.6 million acres, down 68,000 acres from the August
estimate. Area for harvest is forecast at 72.5 million acres, down 88,000 acres from September, but
up fractionally from the 2002 acreage.

U.S. all cotton production is forecast at 17.6 million 480-pound bales, up 4 percent from last
month and 2 percent above last year's production.  Yield is expected to average 696 pounds per acre,
up 29 pounds from last month. Ten of the 17 cotton estimating States are expecting a higher
production forecast than a month ago. Harvested area, at 12.1 million acres, is down 1 percent from
last month due to an acreage decrease in Texas. This decrease was due to the southern High Plains
area being hit by one of the worst late season hail storms. 
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